Dual derivatization and GC-MS analysis of phenolic compounds suspected of being xenoestrogens.
A procedure has been specifically designed to characterize suspect phenolic xenoestrogens in derivatized form by GC-MS. Methyl and trimethylsilyl derivatives of phenolic compounds were sequentially subjected to GC-MS. The mass spectral information derived from the molecular ion allowed the determination of the number of reactive hydroxyl groups and the molecular weight of the parent phenol.